


Å Registration & Welcome Lunch (12:00-13:30)

Å Setting the Scene ïThe EU Ports Strategy (13:30-14:30)

Moderated by Robert RAFAEL, Pro Danube International

Å Pro Danube International ïHerfried LEITNER

Å EUSDR PA 1a ïMonica PATRICHI

Å DG MOVE ïMutien MARCHANDISE

Å Danube Commission ïDejan TRIFUNOVIĹ

Å Transport Community ïTǕlisLINKAITS 

Å Ports, Policy and Benefits: What the EU Ports Strategy Means 
for Business (14:30-15:30)

Moderated by Antonio STOEAN, Pro Danube International

Å Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure ïVladimir 
BATALOVIĹ

Å Port Governance Agency ïSrdja LJEĠEVIĹ

Å DP World Serbia ïGökhan YURTEKEN

Å Prvo Parobrodsko DrustvoïIvana MIHAILOVIĹ

Å Lüftner Cruises ïRadu COMANICI

Å GRIP and DiVINE Projects ïJasper TANIS

Å Coffee Break (15:30-16:00)

Å Where Strategy Meets Execution (16:00-17:30)

Panel discussion moderated by Saġa JOVANOVIĹ, iC Consulenten

Å SYNERGETICS Project ïIgor BAĻKALOV

Å Port "Dunav" PancevoïSanja ņURIĠIĹ

Å Elixir Group ïVladimir TODOROVIĹ

Å ILR Logistica Romania S.R.L. ïMarian BUJOR

Å Maritime Ports Administration Constanta ïDaniel JARNEA

Å Pro Danube International ïHerfried LEITNER

Å Closing of the Day (17:30-17:45)

Å Networking Dinner (18:30)

Agenda ïDay 1: 23 September 2026



PA 1a Workshop on Port Infrastructure and Management

Å Registration & Welcome Coffee (09:00-09:30)

Å Introduction & Welcome

Å EUSDR PA 1a Coordinators

Å Danube Commission

Å Developments on Port Infrastructure and Future Alignments with EU Ports Strategy

Å The Danube-riparian countries have been asked for the latest updates on port policies and infrastructure projects

Å Transnational Initiatives

Å Dewatering & Silent Piling Romania

Å Connect4Shore

Å Good Inland Ports Status -An Industry Initiative presented by Saġa JOVANOVIĹ, iC Consulenten

Å Networking Lunch (12:30-14:00)

Agenda ïDay 2: 24 September 2026



Danube Ports Network ïDanube Ports Days



Setting the Scene ïThe EU Ports Strategy 
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EU Ports Strategy

Unit Ports, Security and Inland Navigation (MOVE.D.3), European 
Commission 



ÅGateways to global trade: EU ports handle over 3.4 billion tonnes of goods (74% of 
EU external trade)and nearly 400m passengers annually.

ÅDrivers of competitiveness and industrial strength: tƻǊǘǎ ǳƴŘŜǊǇƛƴ ǘƘŜ 9¦Ωǎ ŜȄǇƻǊǘ 
capacity, supply chains and logistics networks, supporting around 423.000 direct 
jobsand generating approximately ϵфл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ǘǳǊƴƻǾŜǊ.

ÅEnergy and climate transition hubs: Around 40% of cargo handled is energy-
related, positioning ports as key platforms for electrification, offshore wind 
deployment, hydrogen imports and alternative fuels infrastructure.

ÅAnchors of the blue economy and coastal cohesion: Ports sustain coastal, island & 
OR communities, fisheries, maritime clusters and regional economies, contributing 
to territorial cohesion and sustainable blue growth.

ÅPillars of resilience, economic security and defence: Ports are strategic dual-use 
infrastructure, critical for supply chain resilience, military mobility and protection 
against cyber, hybrid and organised crime threats.
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The strategic role of EU ports 
Ports are critical infrastructure at the heart of Europeôs economy, 

security and sustainability.
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9ǳǊƻǇŜΩǎeconomicsecurity, clean industrial transition and
global connectivity depend on strong, competitive,
sustainableandsecureports.

EU ports in numbers
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EU Ports Strategy: 5 pillars
Boostingthe competitiveness, security andsustainability of EU ports
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Pillar I ςCompetitiveness, Innovation & 
Digitalisation 

Key elements
Å Competitiveness: 
- EU ports compete for global trade, investment and 

logistics flows.
- Level-playing field with 3rd country ports.
- Efficient hinterland connections and logistics chains 

are essential advantages.
Å Economic security
- Risks and opportunities of foreign ownership and 

influence in strategic port infrastructure.
- Digital systems and logistics platforms are part of 

strategic infrastructure.
Å Innovation & digitalisation
- New technologies (AI, automation, clean technologies) 

boost efficiency and sustainability.
- Digital solutions optimise port calls, logistics chains 

and data sharing.

Flagship Actions

Supportthe digital and green transformation of European ports 
through innovation, promoting scale-up, replication and uptake 
of innovative port equipment and technologies.

Develop guidance to Member States with criteria for assessing 
foreign investments in ports & a framework for mapping and 
monitoring foreign investments in ports. 

Use guiding principles for EU funding and investments in third 
country ports (Annex 1).

Recommendations to Member States
ü Play a leading role in setting global technical standards.
ü Prevent, mitigate and tackle the risks associated with foreign 

ownership and control of strategic dual-use port infrastructures.
ü Streamline land use planning and permitting procedures for 

additional areas for port use and take-up of innovation in ports.
ü Aim for a balance between return on investments for private 

operators and suitable contractual obligations.
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Pillar II ςEnergy Transition, Sustainability & Clean 
Industries

Key challenges
Å Investment needs for OPS and 

alternative fuels infrastructure
Å Grid capacity constraints in major port 

areas
Å Slow and complex permitting procedures
Å Risk of fragmentation and uneven 

deployment across Member States

EU ports are central to the
decarbonisation of maritime transport
and industry. Theyare key gatewaysfor
renewable energy, hydrogen imports
and clean fuels, and essential to
achieving EU climate and energy
objectives.

Flagship Actions

Accelerate permit-granting and provide faster assessment procedures for 
strategic energy, recycling and decarbonisation port-related projects, through 
the Grids Package and the Environmental Omnibus.

Accelerate port electrification, provide timely and non-discriminatory access to 
the grids. 

Promote partnerships for energy cooperation in and around port areas for 
sustainable use of energy, including hydrogen.

Recommendations to Member States
ü Prioritise port electrification and grid reinforcement in national energy 

plans.
ü Allocate a part of ETS revenues to maritime decarbonisation investments 

across the maritime cluster, incl. sustainable infrastructure and OPS.
ü Streamline permitting procedures for strategic port energy projects.
ü Facilitate coordination between transport, energy and industry authorities.
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Pillar III ςProtect & Secure Ports

Key challenges
Å Organised crime infiltration in container logistics and port operations.
Å Increasing cybersecurity vulnerabilities in digital port systems.
Å Emerging hybrid threats (GNSS interference, drones, sabotage).
Å Risks linked to foreign control of strategic port infrastructure.

EUports are critical infrastructures and key entry points for trade, energysupplyand military
mobility. Growingthreats from organisedcrime, cyberattacksand hybrid risksrequire stronger
protectionof port operationsandlogisticschains.
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Pillar III ςInternal security

Flagship Actions

Recommendations to Member States
ü Strengthen port security controls and inspections.
ü Improve cooperation between ports, customs and law 

enforcement.
ü Adopt best practices shared by the Port Alliance.
ü Ensure full implementation of cybersecurity requirements.
ü Assess security risks related to foreign investments in 

ports.

Theshifting geopoliticallandscapehasamplified
terrorism, sabotage, organised crime and
corruption.

Flagship Actions

Update and revise existing guidance,including on emerging 
threats, and promote a global level playing field for EU ports 
security.

Building on the work of the European Ports Alliance, establish 
frameworks for third-country port assessments& improve 
alignment of customs controls across EU ports together.

Establish framework for background checks for port workers. 

Extend security efforts to inland ports. 

Public-private information exchange between customs and 
maritime logistics on drug trafficking and illicit trade.
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Pillar IIIςResilience

Recommendations to Member States
ü Ports should develop their own climate resilience plans
ü Member States should include ports when implementing 

CER Directive. 
ü Optimise mapping, information sharing and coordination 

to set up and protect stockpiles and minimise disruptions.
ü Protect and strengthen vulnerable infrastructure, 

superstructure and equipment and address bottlenecks
ü Ensure sufficient redundancy and capacity to absorb short 

and medium term disturbances in the logistic chain.

Climatechangehazards,accidentsandmalevolenteventsarea significantthreat to EUinfrastructure.
A network is only asstrongasits weakestlink, therefore sufficient redundancyand alternative connectionsin
the TEN-Tnetwork arecritical to protect supplychains,preventeconomicshocksandensuremilitary mobility.

Flagship Actions

Put forward an EU Integrated framework for climate 
resilience.

Exchange of best practices on climate resilience action 
plans within EU Maritime Space.

EMS coordinator will facilitate resilience planning with 
other European Transport Corridor Coordinators.
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Pillar IV ςAccessto Finance & Investment 

EU ports face significant investment 
needsdriven by:
Å Decarbonisation and energy 

infrastructure (OPS, clean fuels).
Å Growing trade flows and larger 

vessels.
Å Security, resilience & digitalisation
Å Climate adaptation & sustainability

A mix of EU, national and private 
funding, supported by predictable 
regulatory frameworks and de-risking 
tools, will be essential.

EU support for port investments
Ç Since 2014, the EU has supported 
ǇƻǊǘ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ Ϥϵмл ōƛƭƭƛƻƴ ƛƴ 
ŘŜǇƭƻȅƳŜƴǘ ŦǳƴŘƛƴƎ ŀƴŘ ϵнллҌ 
million in R&I.

Ç EIB Group has supported port 
ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛǘƘ ϵнΦуōƴ όнлмпς2025)

Next step: CEF will prioritise Onshore 
Power Supply (OPS) in a 2026 call.

Flagship Actions:
ü Set overall priorities and conditions 

for all funding instruments (Annex 1).
ü Engagement with national 

promotional banks and private 
investors.

ü Improving access to financing and 
project preparation via EIB.

ü 9ƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜ ǘƘŜ ǎŜŎǘƻǊ ǘƻ άthink out of 
the boxέ όōȅ ǎǳǇǇƻǊǘƛƴƎ ǇƻǊǘǎ ǘƻ 
diversify into clean energy, digital and 
blue tech services ςusing targeted EU 
funding, advisory support and PPPs to 
de-risk innovative projects).
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Pillar V ςSocial cohesion, Skills & Jobs

Key challenges
Å Ports vital for connectivity (arctic, 

coastal, islands, outermost regions).
Å Workforce up-/reskilling for 

digitalisation, clean energy and 
alternative fuels.

Å Ensuring safe working conditions and 
quality jobs in port operations.

The green and digital transition will 
transform port operations. Ensuring 
skilled workers, quality jobs and safe 
working conditions is essential for the 
long-term competitiveness and social 
sustainability of EU ports.

Flagship Actions

A new roadmap for competitive small and medium ports (Annex 2).

Strengthen dialogues and support the development of best practices and 
guidance on enhancing port-city relations.

Support upskilling and reskilling initiatives, incl. the development of a skilled 
next-generation workforce across all blue economy sectors, including ports, 
through actions under the Blue Generational Renewal Strategy.

Support social partners and relevant stakeholders to establish a Pact for Skills 
for the ports sector on upskilling, reskilling and inclusion of workers.

Prepareguidance on (i) onboard safety for workers and (ii) safe handling of 
new fuels.

Recommendations to Member States
ü support infrastructure, clean energy and fuel, safety, and sustainability 

improvements for small and medium sized-ports.
ü Ensure implementation and respect of Union and national labour 

legislation and collective bargaining agreements.
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Process & Next Steps

Delivering the 
Strategy

Cooperation : Successful implementation will be based on cooperation with:
Å Member States and port authorities
Å Energy, industrial and infrastructure actorsand social partners
Å Port and all relevant stakeholders.

Extensive consultation carried out with all stakeholders, including Member States:
Å Call for Evidence;
Å European Ports Forum meetings;
Å Strategic dialogues hosted by Commissioner Tzitzikostas.
See Staff Working Document (Stakeholder Consultation - Synopsis Report).

https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/058965f2-0dcd-45c2-abf4-9f562096d1c4_en?filename=EU_Ports_Strategy_stakeholder_consultation_synopsis_report.pdf


Setting the Scene ïThe EU Ports Strategy 



Presentation by the Danube Commission on the EU Ports 
Strategy

DANUBE PORTS DAYS 2026
Belgrade, 23 and 24 September 2026

Manfred Seitz, Dejan Trifunovic
Danube Commission Secretariat



Danube Commission

Legal basis: Convention for the Regulation of Navigation on the Danube, Belgrade, 1948

Å 11 member states of convention: 7 EU and 4 non-EU; since 1954 based in Budapest
Russian Federation has been excluded since 17 March 2022

Å New Convention in consideration (limited to Danube riparian states as members) ςalternative?

Å Fundamental reform of Secretariat and work of Danube Commission:
Å Adapting tasks and structures to meet the challenges of Danube navigation
Å New language regime (EN & DE as working languages as from 1 July 2026)

Å NEW APPROACH:Coordination and cooperation platform of Danube States, competence center and 
service provider for members and EC, support to implementation of relevant EU related policies

Å No legislation, but recommendations & services to member states

Å Working in expert groups (hydro-technic, personal, waste, security, statistics, ports) and in working 
groups (technical, legal & financial) as well as in two annual sessions; 

Å Private IWT industry is included in expert groups;

Å Providing technical assistance to EC/DG MOVE - Grant Agreement 2023-2027; 13 tasks, among : 
Å Action Plan for EU-Ukraine Solidarity Lanes to facilitate UkraineËs agricultural exports and bilateral 

trade with the EU [COM(2022) 217 final/12 May 2022]

Å Support RD-Corridor management 

Å Greening fleet and ports in the view of climate change

Å Involvement in strategic EU funded projects (RTD, EC commissioned studies, Interreg, etc.)

Å Strengthen the cooperation with international organisations, EUSDR PA1a, PIANC, EDINNA, NGOËs 

International Intergovernmental Organization 



Register of Damages RF Attacks

Register of Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by 
Russian Military Actions

Pursuantto the Danube/ƻƳƳƛǎǎƛƻƴΩǎcompetencein accordancewith Article 8
of the Conventionregardingthe Regimeof Navigationon the Danube(Belgrade
1948), the 104th session of the Danube Commissiondecided to establish
a Registerof Damageto collect data on the military actions of the Russian
Federationthat systematicallyimpede free and safe navigation in the Lower
Danuberegion(decisionDC/104/CP/1f/ 1).

TheRegisterof Damagerefers to numerousestablishedaccountsof the Russian
CŜŘŜǊŀǘƛƻƴΩǎ(RF)military attacks in the lower Danuberegion, which endanger
andharmDanubenavigationaccordingto Article3 of the BelgradeConvention.

Theestablishmentof the Registerof Damagewasmadewith the desireto restore
free and safe navigationon the Danubein accordancewith the interests and
sovereignrightsof the Danubecountries,aswell asstrengtheningeconomicand
cultural tiesbetweenthe Danubecountriesandother countries.

The DanubeCommissioninvites the affected Danubecountries to provide the
Secretariat,with verifiedinformation,on all damagecausedby military attacksby
the RussianFederation that impedes free and safe navigation in the lower
Danuberegion.

Online on website of Danube Commissionsince April 10, 2026ςQuarterly
updatesto come

https://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en
/register-of-damage-in-the-lower-danube-
region-caused-by-russian-military-actions/

Ukraine:

Information provided by Ukraine for inclusion in the Register of 
Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by Russian Military 
Actions

Republic of Moldova:

Information submitted by the Republic of Moldova for inclusion in 
the Register of Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by 
Russian Military Actions Download as .pdf

Download as .pdf

https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf


Main challenges for Danube navigation
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ü Reduce administrative barriers -Ҕά{ŀƳŜ ǊƛǾŜǊ ςǎŀƳŜ ǊǳƭŜǎά

ü Modernize of Danube fleet ->  prepare transition to 
zero emission & expand current markets 

ü Ensure digitalization and prepare for automation

ü Strengthen transnational/cross- border cooperation (fully 
digital transport corridor EU-non-EU)

ü Mitigate impact of climate change / adapt IWT to climate 
changes and increase resilience

άΧ/ƭƛƳŀǘŜ /ƘŀƴƎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴǳōŜ Ƙŀǎ ǘǿƛŎŜ ǘƘŜ ƳŀƎƴƛǘǳŘŜ 
ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Ǝƭƻōŀƭ ŀǾŜǊŀƎŜέΣ

ά! мΦрoC global warming scenario (extremely optimistic) will have to 
consider a 3o/ ǿŀǊƳƛƴƎ ƛƳǇŀŎǘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ 5ŀƴǳōŜ ōŀǎƛƴέ

Prof. Mauser (LMU): Climate Change and the Danube River Basin ςAssessment 
and next steps, Joint Statement meeting 15-16 September 2021

ü Ensure skilled workforce and good  working conditions in 
IWT sector

ü Improve human capacity of  waterway and port 
administrations, navigation authorities (institutional 
capacity problem)

ü Shortcomings in fairway maintenance and backlog in 
infrastructure investment (waterway & ports)

Å Fairway depth limitations -> Strong dependency on waterway 
conditions -> reduced vessel draught, higher costs, reliability 
problem in managed supply chains

Å Transport volume in 2007: 49 mio tons / 2022: 40,6 mio tons 

Å Losses to road and rail transport, de-industrialization of Europe 
as part of globalization, change in cargo structure; 

Freight transport on Danube & Sava 2023: 55,2 mio  tons 

Source: via donau, Annual Report 2024
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Cargo turnover (loaded & unloaded) of the Danube ports 2019-2025/ 
(thousand tonnes)

Sources: Market Observation for Danube Navigation 2019-2025

Country/year 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

Germany 3.274 3.511 2.999 2.410 2.228 2.047 2.266

Austria 6.452 6.050 6.356 5.363 5.123 5.349 5.130

Slovakia* 1.664 1.553 1.846 1.934 1.509 1.473 1.700

Hungary 6.064 6.742 5.715 4.063 3.604 4.019 3.940

Croatia** 814 948 697 582 364 392 319

Serbia** 9.735 8.164 13.610 12.023 12.031 12.816 12.280

Bulgaria 5.385 5.431 7.111 7.104 7.026 7.520 5.997

Romania 28.474 27.307 28.457 24.355 28.857 23.759 19.499

Republic of Moldova 1.299 1.185 1.819 2.144 2.668 2.579 2.626

Ukraine 5.629 4.055 5.505 16.505 32.021 17.396 8.907

* Only Bratislava and Komarno
** The figures for Croatia and Serbia also include the countries' transport volumes on the Sava River



Danube fleet for cargo transport

ü About 3,400 vessels registered in the member states of DC (Danube fleet only) for 
cargo transportation

ü About 3.4 million tonnes of total cargo capacity
ü Dry cargo: almost 400 vessels with a capacity of 440,000 tonnes (estimated, 

total, self-propelled)
ü Liquid cargo: almost 40 vessels with a capacity of 55,000 tonnes (estimated, 

total, self-propelled)
ü Barges: about 2100 vessels with a capacity of 2,800,000 tonnes (estimated, 

total, non-self-propelled)

ü Almost 440 self-propelled vesselshave about 270,000 kW of total towing power, and 
around 680 towing and pushing boats have an estimated 590,000 kWof total towing 
power dedicated to moving around 2,100 non-self-propelled vessels (barges)

ü A huge number of the vessels are more than 35 years old (of which the Secretariat 
has the data on their year of construction)

ü It´ǎ ƘŀǊŘ ǘƻ ŜǎǘƛƳŀǘŜ ǿƘŀǘ ǇǊƻǇƻǊǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǳƳŜǊŀǘŜŘ ǾŜǎǎŜƭǎ ƛǎ ƛƴŀŎǘƛǾŜ Ҧ 
limitations of crew, lack of cargo, expired certificates, in need of repair, etc.

Source: the Statistical Yearbook of the Danube Commission (2023) ςDE, SK, HR, RS, UA: 2023; MD: 2022; AT, HU RO, BG: 2021 



Priority: Ensure Good Navigation Status

ü Meetings with waterway administrations & IWT stakeholders to discuss annual activities, plans, and available budget for 
maintenance of the Danube River fairway 
ü Joint Workshops with EUSDRPA 1a
ü Expert Meeting on Hydrotechnical Matters

ü/ƻƴǘƛƴǳƻǳǎ ƳƻƴƛǘƻǊƛƴƎ ƻŦ ƳŀƛƴǘŜƴŀƴŎŜ ƳŜŀǎǳǊŜǎ ҦƛƴǘŜǊǾŜƴǘƛƻƴǎ ϧ ƳŜŜǘƛƴƎǎ
ü Interaction with barge operators on shortfalls (information requests & follow-up)
ü Interaction with EC RD Corridor coordinator / Senior adviser

ü Special focus on Hungary in 2026 due to the activities caused by extreme low waters

ü Current activities:
ü Measures to improve fairway information on critical sections to avoid inaccurate depth limitations
üLƴǘǊƻŘǳŎǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ άŘŜŜǇ ŎƘŀƴƴŜƭέ ŎƻƴŎŜǇǘΣ ƛƴ ƻǊŘŜǊ ǘƻ ŜƴǎǳǊŜ ƴŀǾƛƎŀǘƛƻƴ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ŜȄǘǊŜƳŜ ƭƻǿ ǿŀǘŜǊǎ



Priority: Support waterway infrastructure 
improvements

ü Support implementation of FAST DANUBE 2 project (RO/BG)
ü Support FAIRwayDanube II Project 

Å Chairing the Stakeholders Forum on flexible infrastructure elements for Croatia, Romania and Bulgaria
ü Actively involved in finding the appropriate approach for Bala ςBorcea river engineering project to RO Mo T

Current project design is fundamentally opposed by Environmental NGO´s (complaint to EC)

ü Joint Statement 2.0 approved by stakeholders and three Commissions (DC, ICPDR, ISRBC) 
ü New approach for sustainable river management
ü Launch of JS 2.0 occurred on 21-22 October 2025 at the JS Meeting in Budapest (EC RD Corridor coordinator 

Margarida Marques)
ü Implementation of the Online Knowledge Management System

ü Monitoring activities at other bottlenecks, critical riverbank sections at the Danube-Black Sea Canal, etc., 
respectively, pushing for activities



Priority: GHG Emissions & Potential solutions for greening

Estimation of GHG emissions of the Danube cargo fleet
üEstimation of the total CO2 emissions from Danube cargo vessels: 1.6 million tons of CO2/year
üDiesel consumption of 513 mln. litres/year or 430,000 tons/year
üBasis for the estimation: definition of vessel types and operational profiles, values, and modelling tools to 

assess fuel consumption and emission outputs provided by projects such as PROMINENT

Potential solutions for the transition toward (near)zero emissions
üStage V internal combustion engines (ICE) powered by renewable diesel (HVO-Hydrotreated Vegetable Oil)
üStage V internal combustion engines operating on Liquid Bio Methane (LBM)
üBattery-electric propulsion systems
üHydrogen-based technologies, used either in fuel cells (FC, electric propulsion) or in modified internal 

combustion engines
üMethanol-powered systems, applicable in both fuel cell configurations and traditional combustion engines



Å DChas establisheda databaseon Danubeports with map
visualization:
Å http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-

navigation/danube-ports-map/
Å 75 ports and 198 terminalscoveredby the dataset,regularly

updated,more than320.000visitsin 9 years;

Å Further develop the existing information into a full GIS
baseddatabaseon port infrastructure;
Å Adding additional port infrastructure parameters (physical,

digitalandenvironmental);
Å Upgradingweb interfaceservice;
Å Cooperating with stakeholders;
Å Assessing cooperation with TEN Tec database;

Å Expert Meeting on Development of Ports and Port
Operations(EMPORTS)since2021;

Å The DC initiative "Joint Statement of the Danube Port
Authorities and Ports Stakeholders"from 2022 is aligned
with the EuropeanGreenDealandthe GRIPproject.

Building an interactive Danube 
ports infrastructure database

http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
http://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en/danube-navigation/danube-ports-map/
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Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

The EU Ports Strategy was  adopted together with the Maritime Industry Strategy by the European 
Commission on 4 March 2026

General notifications:
üThe Strategy document is comprehensive and targets current and future challenges for 550 ports in 

Europe, of which 220 are inland ports;
üTransparent procedure for adopting the Strategy, consultations with stakeholders: Call for Evidence 

procedure in 2025 (DG MOVE ςUnit D3 ςPorts and Inland Waterways);
üRespected views of stakeholders, the final version of 4 March 2026 is significantly modified compared to 

the draft version from January 2026;
üClear and concise Summary of measures in the annexes to the document;
üExpert Meeting on the Development of Ports and Port Operations, Ruse, Bulgaria, 23 April 2026

(The EU Ports Strategy - key topic of the agenda)
üThe EC  plans to propose, by key topic of the agenda2028, an action programmeon Inland Waterway 

Transport (IWT) for 2028-2034, with particular emphasis on inland ports;  
üThe next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 2028-2034 should shape EU investment priorities for 

the coming years, including transport issues and inland ports.



Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

Key notifications:
üThe EU Ports Strategy recognisesthat EU ports must simultaneously remain competitive, handle growing 

trade demands, decarbonise, digitalise, and strengthen security; 
üA major priority is competitiveness and flow efficiency. The EU wants to prevent cargo from shifting to 

non-EU ports because of cost, congestion, or regulatory imbalance. To support this, the strategy focuses 
on improving port productivity, simplifying procedures, and strengthening hinterland connections by rail 
and inland waterways; 

üThe EU wants ports to use digital tools to optimiseport calls, cut turnaround and waiting times, improve 
customs and reporting processes, and strengthen data-sharing across the supply chain; 

üPorts are increasingly exposed to organisedcrime, corruption, cargo contamination, cyberattacks, 
sabotage, drones, and geopolitical disruption. The EU plans stronger customs cooperation, better 
security protocols, background checks for port workers, and closer collaboration with third countries to 
reduce risks before cargo even reaches Europe;

üPorts are expected to become hubs for electrification, onshore power supply, alternative fuels, 
hydrogen, and clean industrial activity;



Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

Key notifications (continue):
üThe EU Ports Strategy also highlights the need for resilience and preparedness. Climate risks such as 

flooding, sea-level rise, storms, and drought, as well as physical and cyber threats, can interrupt cargo 
flows; 

ü In accordance with the EU Ports Strategy the High-Level Maritime Industries and Ports Board will be 
established for support and effective implementation of the EU Ports Strategy/interest of stakeholders;

üFinally, the EU recognisesthat these goals require major investment. Funding will be directed toward port 
capacity, decarbonisation, digital systems, security, and multimodal connectivity. 

üComplementary activity:
On 17 July 2026 the European Commission has adopted the Electrification Action Plan, setting out a comprehensive 
framework to accelerate electrification across the European economy and support the Clean Industrial Deal. The Action 
Plan is particularly relevant for ports and waterborne transport and contributes to the implementation of the EU Ports 

Strategy. 
https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/eus-energy-system/electrification_en



DC Secretariat  will support the implementation of the EU Ports Strategy via its work with EM Ports

Å Update on policy framework relevant for Danube ports
Å Existing / submitted / planned projects for greening and digitalization
Å Implementation of the EU Ports Strategy 
Å Ensuring high security levels in Danube ports
Å Ensuring skilled labor for Danube ports and socio-technical perspective
Å Promotion of the high& heavy cargo transport on the Danube as part of the 

reconstruction of Ukrainian infrastructure and economy
Å The next official expert meeting of Danube ports together with a joint workshop to 

promote the Danube as a transport route for high& heavy cargo as part of the 
reconstruction of Ukrainian industry and infrastructure is scheduled for 31 March and 1 
April 2027.
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H-1068 Budapest
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TCT Annual reports
ÅProgress Report on Implementation of Next 

Generation Action Plans and EU Acquis 
Transposition for Western Balkans
ÅDevelopment of Indicative TEN -T Extension of 

the Comprehensive and Core Network in the 
Western Balkans

ÅProgress Report on Implementation of the TCT 
Action Plans and Status of TCT Annex I 
Transposition for Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine

ÅDevelopment of the Indicative TEN -T Extensions 
of the Comprehensive and Core Network in 
Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine



TEN-T Regulation

ÅTheTEN-T Regulation is a key EU policy designed to 
create a seamless, multimodal transport network 
across Europe. 

ÅDual-Layer (now Triple-Layer) Structure
ÅCore Network : the "backbone" of the system and 

must be completed by2030.
ÅExtended Core Network : Introduced in 2024. 

Projects and missing links to be completed by2040.
ÅComprehensive Network : Covers all EU regions to 

ensure accessibility and connectivity to be fully 
operational by2050.



Waterborne in WB

ÅInland Waterway Network - 3 Rivers 
Rheine Danube Corridor - Core TEN-T network 
extension

ÅInland Waterway Ports - 8 Ports
Å3 ports in the Comprehensive TEN-T network 

extension
Å5 ports in the Core TEN-T network extension



Inland Waterway Network

Article 23 Provide a navigable channel depth of at least 2,5 
m and a minimum height under non-openable 
bridges of at least 5,25 m

publish on a website the number of days per year during 
which the actual water level exceeds or does not achieve the 
specified reference water level for navigation channel depth, 
as well as the average waiting times at each lock.

locks are operated and maintained in such a way 
that waiting times are minimised

Equipped with RIS



Inland Waterway Network
River Class IV Publication Locks RIS

Danube 100% 0% 100% 100%

Sava 55% 0% N/a 39%

Tisa 100% 0% 0% 0%

75%

31% 25%

25%

69% 75%

0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

90%

100%

Danube River Sava River Tisa River

Overall compliance assessment 
for the IWW network

Compliant Non compliant



Inland Waterway Ports

Comprehensive TEN-T network 
extension
ÅPort of Sremska Mitrovica
ÅPort of Smederevo
ÅPort of Prahovo

Core TEN-T network extension
ÅÂŸƖƣШŸŉШ7ƖĨťŸ
ÅPort of BosanskiËċůċĦ
ÅPort of Belgrade
ÅPort of Novi Sad
ÅPort of Pancevo



Inland Waterway Ports

Article 22

Åalternative fuels infrastructure is deployed

Åequipped with facilities to improve the 
environmental performance of vessels in 
ports

Åoffer at least one multimodal freight terminal 
open to all operators and users in a non-
discriminatory way

ÅConnection with the road or rail infrastructure



Inland Waterway Ports

TEN-T Layer Port name
Rail 

connection

Road 

connection

Alternative 

fuels   

availability

Multimodal 

Terminal 

availability

Environmental 

Facilities

Core

Belgrade

Novi Sad

Panļevo

Brcko

B. Samac

Comprehensive

S.Mitrovica

Smederevo

Prahovo

40%

60% 60% 60%

40%

60%
50%

60%

60%

40% 40% 40%

60%

40%
50%

40%
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Belgrade Novi Sad ÂċŰĨĲƻŸBrcko B. Samac S.Mitrovica Smederevo Prahovo

Core Comprehensive

Overall assessment of the Inland Waterway Ports

Compliance Non Compliance



Projects
Western Balkans

Å22ÂƖŸŢĲĦƣƚШƽŔƣőШқШ1238.88million
ÅIWW 12projects with қШ229,88million 

ÅIWW ports 7 projects -қШ553 million

ÅSeaports 3 projects with қШ456million



Observing participants
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine



Inland Waterway Network

ÅThe Republic of Moldova 
ÅDanube River
ÅPrut River (linked to the Danube);
ÅUkraine 
ÅDanube River
ÅDnipro River;
ÅGeorgia  
ÅNo TEN-T inland waterways.



Inland Waterway Ports

ÅRepublic of Moldova
ÅGiurgiulesti Port Complex т

Comprehensive TEN-T Network;

ÅUkraine
ÅPort of Reni тComprehensive 
TEN-T Network;
ÅPort of Izmail тComprehensive 
TEN-T Network


