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Agenda T Day 1: 23 September 2026

A Registration & Welcome Lunch (12:00-13:30) A Coffee Break (15:30-16:00)
A Setting the Scene i The EU Ports Strategy (13:30-14:30) A Where Strategy Meets Execution (16:00-17:30)
Moderated by Robert RAFAEL, Pro Danube International Panel discussion moder aiC&dnsutegtenSaga JOVA
A Pro Danube International i Herfried LEITNER A SYNERGETICS Projecti | gor BALKALOV
A EUSDR PA 1ai Monica PATRICHI A Port"Dunav' Pancevoi Sanj a nURI GI L
A DG MOVE i Mutien MARCHANDISE A ElixirGroupi VI adi mir TODOROVI L
A Danube Commission i Dejan TRIFUNOVIL A ILR Logistica Romania S.R.L. i Marian BUJOR
A Transport Community i T U ILINKAITS A Maritime Ports Administration Constanta i Daniel JARNEA

) ) A Pro Danube International i Herfried LEITNER
A Ports, Policy and Benefits: What the EU Ports Strategy Means ro banube International 1 Heririe

for Business (14:30-15:30) A Closing of the Day (17:30-17:45)

Moderated by Antonio STOEAN, Pro Danube International ) .
A Networking Dinner (18:30)

A Ministry of Construction, Transport and Infrastructure i Vladimir
BATALOVI L

Port Governance Agencyi Sr dj a LJEGEVI L

DP World Serbia i Gokhan YURTEKEN

Prvo Parobrodsko Drustvoi | vana MI HAl LOVI L
Luftner Cruises i Radu COMANICI

GRIP and DIVINE Projects i Jasper TANIS

A
A
A
A
A
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Agenda 1T Day 2: 24 September 2026

PA 1a Workshop on Port Infrastructure and Management
A Registration & Welcome Coffee (09:00-09:30)

A Introduction & Welcome
A EUSDR PA 1a Coordinators
A Danube Commission

A Developments on Port Infrastructure and Future Alignments with EU Ports Strategy

A The Danube-riparian countries have been asked for the latest updates on port policies and infrastructure projects

A Transnational Initiatives
A Dewatering & Silent Piling Romania

A Connect4Shore
A Good Inland Ports Status-An I ndustry Initiative piCComsuientend by Saga JOVANOVI L,

A Networking Lunch (12:30-14:00)
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Danube Ports Network 1T Danube Ports Days

Green

Danube Ports Days 2023

23 - 24 November

Q thinkport A and online

@) 1500 eynergetics [EDANUBE ' DANUBE

Danube Ports Days 2024

29 - 30 October
Q Budapest, Hungary, Hybrid

Danube Ports Days 2025
16 - 17 September

@ Constanta, Romania | Hybrid

AEDANUBE  :DANYEE

s Funded by
constantza port X DANUBE b EﬁsNNE&E the European Union -
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Setting the Scene T The EU Ports Strategy

Danubé Ports Days 2026
23-24 September, Belgrade

EU Ports
Strategy

Organised by Pro Danube back-to-back with EUSDR PAla
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Pro Danube International — Non-Profit Association for the promotion of transportation on the Danube

Registered Office: Vienna, Central Register of Associations (ZVR): 203524390

@ www.prodanube.eu
DK office@prodanube.eu

OPEN LETTER

Ensuring Safe, Reliable and Predictable Navigation on the Danube

o000 To the European Commission, the Danube-riparian countries” authorities, relevant waterway administrations,
the Danube Commission, and all responsible public bodies,

)

navigation conditions on the Danube

THE CURRENT SITUATION

Exceptionally low water levels and discharge on the Danube
present serious challenges for navigation.

Cooling water supply for the Paks Nuclear Power Plant is
critical. The Hungarian authorities have taken emergency
measures to safeguard its safe operation.

Measures include the anchoring and submerging of two
barges and the construction of a bottom sill below the
plant’'s water intake channel.

The construction works require the full closure of the
waterway to navigation in the affected area and are
currently planned to continue until 30 November 2026.

Notices to Skippers have been issued. Temporary and
partial openings of the fairway are announced when
conditions allow.

®»O®EE

THE CHALLENGE

Lack of predictability regarding when navigation will be possible
and when the waterway will be closed.

+
Temporary openings announced only a few hours in advance do
not allow the sector to plan. This leads to waiting times, disrupted
supply chains, additional costs and a loss of confidence in the
Danube as a reliable transport corridor.

WE THEREFORE CALL FOR COORDINATED ACTION

Pro Danube International calls upon the respective authorities, waterway

and all rel. public bodies to work together with the

navigation sector towards a safe, transparent, rel,

iable and predictabl

k for

g during the ongoing works.

MAXIMUM POSSIBLE CONTINUITY OF NAVIGATION

Where technically and safely feasible, every effort should be made to enable
vessels to pass the al'lected area and to minimise the duration and frequency
of full fairway ch i y navigation windows should be considered
whenever conditions. permnt

PREDICTABLE NAVIGATION WINDOWS
Where p i s should

information as earfy as povssnble regardmg the expected hm-ng and duration
of such openings. Even di would
significantly imp p ing of vessel its, cargo flows and

logistics operations.

TRANSPARENT AND TIMELY COMMUNICATION

All navigation restrictions, changes to restrictions and planned navigation
windows should be communicated through clear, consistent and easily
accessible channels Inlormat:on should be provided sufrclently in advance
and upd

REGULAR COORDINATION WITH THE NAVIGATION SECTOR

We propose weekly di (p y the end of
each week) i ing all ing each i

an agreed operabonal outiook for the following wsek should be oommumcated.
including gation conditions, 1S, ial windows and

factors that could lead to changes.
A COORDINATED MID- AND LONG-TERM SOLUTION |

e / We call for the devel ofa inably lution that both the
safe operation of the Paks Nuclear Power Plant and reliable navigation on the
Danube under present and future low water conditions.
WHY THIS MATTERS A long-term perspective is essential.
SAFE AND RELIABLE H RESILIENT SUPPLY CHAINS ECONOMIC STABILITY SUSTAINABLE TRANSPORT : STRONG COOPERATION
NAVIGATION i AND COMPETITIVE l FOR PORTS, SHIPPING SUPPORTING EUROPE'S ... BETWEEN AUTHORITIES
for all vessels ontiio ; LOGISTICS ll COMPANIES AND CLIMATE AND . @ o e NAVIGATION
Danube : for industry and trade INDUSTRIAL OPERATORS ENVIRONMENTAL GOALS H SECTOR

Pro Danube International remains committed to constructive dialogue and looks forward to continuing
close cooperation with all partners to ensure that the Danube remains a safe, reliable, sustainable and
competitive inland waterway for Europe.

R N

i

A STRONG DANUBE. A CONNECTED EUROPE.
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Working together

for a sustainable Danube Region

O

INLAND NAVIGATION
& PORTS DEVELOPMENT

°

Strengthening the role of inland
navigation and ports to support
sustainable, efficient and
intermodal transport chains.

POLICY & REGULATORY
FRAMEWORK

Supporting evidence-based policy

making and advocating for

fair, harmonised and future-proof

regulations.

(I DANUBE

o

SUSTAINABILITY &
GREEN TRANSITION

@

Promoting environmentally friendly
solutions, alternative fuels and
climate resilience in inland

waterway transport.

&

SAFETY & SECURITY

L 2

Enhancing safety standards and
security on inland waterways
and in ports to protect people,

goods and the environment.

A strong network for a sustainable
and prosperous Danube Region.

OUR FOCUS TOPICS

Pro Danube International addresses key topics that are essential
for the sustainable development and competitiveness of inland
waterway transport and ports in the Danube Region.

e

DIGITALISATION &
INNOVATION

*

Driving digital transformation,
data exchange and smart solutions
to enhance efficiency, safety and
competitiveness.

INTERMODALITY &
LOGISTICS INTEGRATION
L 2
Promoting seamless connections
between inland waterways and
other transport modes for
efficient logistics chains.

Learn more about our work
and join our network:

SKILLS & EDUCATION

— e = =—s

Addressing the need for skilled
professionals and promoting
education, training and knowledge
sharing in the sector.

ECONOMIC DEVELOPMENT &
COMPETITIVENESS
Boosting the economic contribution
of inland navigation and ports
to regional growth, jobs and
European competitiveness.

Together, we shape
a sustainable future
for the Danube Region.

COOPERATION &
NETWORKING

o—

Building strong partnerships and
networks to foster dialogue,
exchange best practices and

develop joint initiatives.

DANUBE REGION
COOPERATION
— -
Supporting cooperation among
Danube countries to achieve
shared goals and a prosperous,
connected Danube Region.

Scan to visit
our website!
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Priority Area la i EU Strategy for the Danube Region TRIN A cs -

To improve mobility and multimodality : Inland waterways Danube Trarsrsaiand) Program>me

EUSDR PAla

Danube Ports Days 2026, 23" of September 2026, Belgrade

"= Federal Ministry

EUROPEAN UNION Republic of Austria

L]
Climate Action, Environment, ado au
European Regional Development Fund Energy, Mobility VI n

Innovation and Technology

W Ministry of Transport and Infrastructure
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Priority Area la i EU Strategy for the Danube Region il ||,e [[cs -
To improve mobility and multimodality : Inland waterways Danube Trarsrsaiand) Programrrﬂ:;r\;:

PAla coordinators

—
mmmmm Austria

= Federal Ministry
Innovation, Mobility
and Infrastructure
Republic of Austria

Markus Simoner
markus.simoner@bmk.gv.at

Monica Patrichi
monica.patrichi@mt.ro

Dobri "Hoi u

viadonau Cristian

Gert-Jan Muilerman
gert-jan.muilerman@viadonau.org

Viktoria Weissenburger
viktoria.weissenburger@viadonau.orqg

Iris Marstaller
iris.marstaller@viadonau.orq

cristian.dobritoiu@mt.ro
Adrian Olteanu

comunicare@mt.ro
Mirela Mihalache

mirela.mihalache@mt.ro

EUROPEAN UNION

European Regional Development Fund
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EU Ports Strategy

Unit Ports, Security and Inland Navigation (MOVE.D.3), Europea
Commission

""“““\k
|\

§ European

== Commission




The strategic role of EU ports

Ports are critical infrastructure at t he heart of Europeds economy,

security and sustainability. f \
A Gateways to global tradeEU ports handle oves.4 billion tonnes of goods (74% of EU ports facilitate:
u% ” %

EU external tradepand nearly400m passengers annually.

A Drivers of competitiveness and industrial strength 2 NIl & dzy’ RS NLJA y
capacity, supply chains and logistics networks, supporting ard@8d00 direct MR i B i
jobsand generating approximately dpn 6 At € A2y (0 dzNy 2 @S NJ

A Energy and climate transition hub&round40% of cargo handled is energy EU ports handle:

related, positioning ports as key platforms for electrification, offshore wind
deployment, hydrogen imports and alternative fuels infrastructure. 3 4 ~39
o

A Anchors of the blue economy and coastal cohesi®orts sustairtoastal, island & e e
OR communitiesfisheries, maritime clusters and regional economies, contributiné\ /
to territorial cohesion and sustainable blue growth.

A Pillars of resilience, economic security and defenBerts are strategidual-use
infrastructure, critical for supply chain resilienasjlitary mobility and protection
. against cyber, hybrid and organised crime threats.

European
Commission

1
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,&ﬁ Island ports

P 28

550 ports

connecting Europe

and beyond

2 TEN-T Netw

327

Maritime ports

223

Inland ports

Ports in outermost
regions

rrrrr

EU ports In numbers

9 dzNP &dénOricsecurity, clean industrial transition and
global connectivity depend on strong,

sustainableand secureports.

competitive,

\\\\\

108 @ Germany

8 @ Bulgaria

58 Netherlands 8 ¢ Estonia

50 @ ltaly
49 @ France
42 @ Spain
41 @ Greece
27 @ Sweden
20 © Belgium
19 @ Croatia
19 @ Finland
18 @ Portugal
18 @ Romania
17 © Denmark
9  (zechia

8 @ Hungary
6 @ Ireland
5 ¢ Poland
4  Austria
4 @ Malta

3 Llatvia

3 @ Lithuania
2® Cyprus
2 Slovakia
1  Luxembourg
1 @ Slovenia

-
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EU Ports Strategy: 5 pillars

Boostingthe competitiveness, securitgnd sustainability of EU ports

The Strategy supports EU ports by

Strengthening competitiveness,

innovation and digitalisation.

Establishing guiding principles for EU funding
& investments in third-country ports,
developing guidance on foreign ownership of
EU ports, and promoting innovation.

Protecting and securing ports.

Combatting drug trafficking & emerging
threats, port worker background checks

& third-country port assessments, sharing
cybersecurity best practices, & conducting an
EU-wide security risk assessment.

Advancing the energy transition,

sustainability and clean industries.

Taking measures to promote electrification &
improved grid connection. Setting out a new
roadmap for competitive small and medium-
sized ports.

Promoting social cohesion, skills
and quality jobs.

Supporting small & medium-sized ports by
promoting innovation, clean energy, security &
connectivity, developing a skilled workforce
& providing guidance on maritime safety &
alternative fuels.

Facilitating access to finance and investment.

Clearer & more coordinated funding principles while facilitating
access to advisory services & de-risking tools, with particular attention
to the needs of small & medium-sized ports.

13

European
Commission



Pillar I¢ Competitiveness, Innovation &
Digitalisation

y elements

A

14

Competitiveness:

EU ports compete for global trade, investment and
logistics flows.

Levelplaying field with 8' country ports.

Efficient hinterland connections and logistics chains
are essential advantages.

Economic security

Risks and opportunities of foreign ownership and
influence in strategic port infrastructure.

Digital systems and logistics platforms are part of
strategic infrastructure.

Innovation & digitalisation

New technologies (Al, automation, clean technologie
boost efficiency and sustainability.

Digital solutions optimise port calls, logistics chains
and data sharing.

Flagship Actions

Supportthe digital and green transformation of European ports
throughinnovation, promoting scaleup, replication and uptake
of innovative port equipment and technologies.

Developguidance to Member States with criteria for assessing
foreign investments in ports & a framework for mapping and
monitoring foreign investments in ports.

Useguiding principles for EU funding and investments in third
country ports(Annex 1).

U)

Recommendations to Member States

) ownership and control of strategic duae port infrastructures.

Play a leading role in setting global technical standards.
Prevent, mitigate and tackle the risks associated with foreign

Streamline land use planning and permitting procedures for
additional areas for port use and takg of innovation in ports.
Aim for a balance between return on investments for private
operators and suitable contractual obligations.

European |
Commission
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Pillar Il¢ Energy Transition, Sustainabllity & Clean

Industries

EU ports are central to the
decarbonisation of maritime transport
and industry Theyare key gatewaysfor
renewable energy, hydrogen imports
and clean fuels, and essential to
achieving EU climate and energy
objectives

Flagship Actions

Accelerate permitgranting and provide faster assessment procedufes
strategic energy, recycling and decarbonisation gefated projects, through
the Grids Package and the Environmental Omnibus.

Accelerateport electrification, provide timely and nofliscriminatory access t
the grids.

Promotepartnerships for energy cooperation in and around port arefas
sustainable use of energy, including hydrogen.

%\ev challenges
Investment needs for OPS and

alternative fuels infrastructure

Grid capacity constraints in major port
areas

Slow and complex permitting procedures
Risk of fragmentation and uneven
deployment across Member States

> I

Recommendations to Member States
Prioritise port electrification and grid reinforcement in national energy
plans.
Allocate a part of ETS revenues to maritime decarbonisation investments
across the maritime cluster, incl. sustainable infrastructure and OPS.
Streamline permitting procedures for strategic port energy projects.

Facilitate coordination between transport, energy and industry authorities.

European
Commission
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Pillar Ill¢ Protect & Secure Ports

EUports are critical infrastructures and key entry points for trade, energysupplyand military
mobility. Growingthreats from organisedcrime, cyberattacksand hybrid risks require stronger

protection of port operationsandlogisticschains

Key challenges
Organised crime infiltration in container logistics and port operations. |

A
A Increasing cybersecurity vulnerabilities in digital port systems.

A Emerging hybrid threats (GNSS interference, drones, sabotage).
A Risks linked to foreign control of strategic port infrastructure.

European
Commission




Pillar lll¢ Internal security

The shifting geopoliticallandscapehas amplified
terrorism, sabotage, organised crime and
corruption.

Recommendations to Member States
Strengthen port security controls and inspections.
Improve cooperation between ports, customs and law
enforcement.
Adopt best practices shared by the Port Alliance.

Assess security risks related to foreign investments in
ports.

Ensure full implementation of cybersecurity requiremen

17

Flagship Actions

Update and revise existing guidancecluding on emerging
threats, and promote a global level playing field for EU por
security.

Building on the work of the European Ports Alliance, estab
frameworks forthird-country port assessment& improve
alignment of customs controls across EU ports together.

Establish framework fdpackground checks for port workers
Extend security efforts tmmland ports

Publicprivate information exchangédetween customs and
maritime logistics on drug trafficking and illicit trade.

European
Commission




Pillar Il ¢ Resilience

Climatechangehazardsaccidentsand malevolenteventsare a significantthreat to EUinfrastructure
A network is only as strong asits weakestlink, therefore sufficient redundancyand alternative connectionsin
the TENT network are criticalto protect supplychains preventeconomicshocksand ensuremilitary mobility.

Recommendations to Member States
Ports should develop their own climate resilience plans
Member States should include ports when implementing
CER Directive. Put forward arEU Integrated framework for climate
Optimise mapping, information sharing and coordination resilience.
to set up and protect stockpiles and minimise disruptions.
Protect and strengthen vulnerable infrastructure,
superstructure and equipment and address bottlenecks

Ensure sufficient redundancy and capacity to absorb shori EMS coordinator wifiacilitate resilience planningvith
and medium term disturbances in the logistic chain. other European Transport Corridor Coordinators.

Exchange of best practicas climate resilience action
plans within EU Maritime Space.

European
Commission

18




Pillar IVc Accesdo Finance & Investment

EU ports facsignificant investment
needsdriven by:

Decarbonisation and energy
infrastructure (OPS, clean fuels).
Growing trade flows and larger
vessels.

Security, resilience & digitalisatior
Climate adaptation & sustainabilit

A

A
A

A mix of EU, national and private
funding, supported by predictable
regulatory frameworks and desking
tools, will be essential.

—

19

EU support for port investments

C Since 2014, the EU has supported

LINE2SOia ¢
¥ dzy R

LJ2 NIi
RSLI 28 YSyi
million in R&I.

C EIB Group has supported port
LINEP2SO0a & A 625

14

Next step CEF will prioritise Onshore
Power Supply (OPS) in a 2026 call.

> >

Flagship Actions

i

i

Set overalpriorities and conditions
for all funding instruments (Annex 1)
Engagement with national
promotional banks and private
investors.

Improving access to financing and
project preparation via EIB.

9y O2dzNJ 3S (iHasSoutos ¢
theboxt 6 06@& & dzLJLJ2 NI
diversify into clean energy, digital an
blue tech services using targeted EU
funding, advisory support and PPPs
de-risk innovative projects).

European

Commission



Pillar V¢ Social cohesion, Skills & Jobs

The green and digital transition will
transform port operations. Ensuring
skilled workers, quality jobs and safe
working conditionsis essential for the
long-term competitiveness andocial
sustainabilityof EU ports.

%\ay challenges

Ports vital for connectivity (arctic,

coastal, islands, outermost regions).

A Workforce up/reskilling for

A

20

digitalisation, clean energy and
alternative fuels.

guality jobs in port operations.

Flagship Actions
A newroadmap for competitive small and medium por{&\nnex 2).

Strengthen dialogues and support the development of best practices and
guidance on enhancing pecity relations.

Support upskilling and reskilling initiatives, incl. the development of a skille
next-generation workforce across all blue economy sectors, including ports,
through actions under the Blue Generational Renewal Strategy.

Support social partners and relevant stakeholders to establish a Pact for ¢
for the ports sector on upskilling, reskilling and inclusion of workers.

Prepareguidance onif onboard safety for workers and (ii) safe handling of
new fuels

Ensuring safe working conditions and

Recommendations to Member States

U support infrastructure, clean energy and fuel, safety, and sustainability
improvements for small and medium sizpdrts.

U Ensure implementation and respect of Union and national labour
legislation and collective bargaining agreements.

European
Commission




Process & Next Steps

vJ

Extensive consultation carried out with all stakeholders, including Member States:
A cCall for Evidence;

A European Ports Forum meetings;

A Strategic dialogues hosted by CommissioTfstzikostas

Delivering the
Strategy

21

SeeStaff Working Documen(Stakeholder Consultation Synopsis Report). y

\_

Cooperation :Successful implementation will be based on cooperation with:
A Member States and port authorities

A Energy, industrial and infrastructure act@sd social partners
A Port and all relevant stakeholders.

European
Commission



https://transport.ec.europa.eu/document/download/058965f2-0dcd-45c2-abf4-9f562096d1c4_en?filename=EU_Ports_Strategy_stakeholder_consultation_synopsis_report.pdf

Setting the Scene T The EU Ports Strategy

Danubé Ports Days 2026
23-24 September, Belgrade

EU Ports
Strategy

Organised by Pro Danube back-to-back with EUSDR PAla
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Donaukommission — Commission du Danube — [lynaiickaa Komuccua — Danube Commission

________,_—-—.Groat

— ia_Germany-Hungary m
pustria BUIGATE 2062 Romanjg Seibiamsisvakia Ukrai
- akia raine

Presentation by the Danube Commission on the EU Ports
Strategy

Manfred Seitz, Dejan Trifunovic DANUBE PORTS DAYS 20
Danube Commission Secretariat Belgrade, 23 and 24 September 202



Donaukommission — Commission du Danube — [lynaitckasa Komncena — Danube Commission

Tganancroatia Germany < Hungary_ Mooy,

Romania Serb/
= r _[alSﬁovakaa Ukraine : . .
e g Danube Commission

pustria BY

A 11 member states of convention: 7 EU and 44 since 1954 based in Budapest
Russian Federation has been excluded since 17 March 2022
A New Conventiorin consideration (limited tdanube riparian states as membecsjlternative?

A Fundamental reform of Secretariat and work of Danube Commission:
A Adapting tasks and structures to meet the challenges of Danube navigation
A New language regime (EN & DE as working languages as from 1 July 2026)
NEW APPROACHoordination and cooperation platform of Danube States, competence center anc
service provider for members and EC, support to implementation of relevant EU related policies
No legislation, but recommendations & services to member states

Working in expert groupghydro-technic, personal, waste, security, statistics, poaisl in working
groups(technical, legal & financial) as well aswo annual sessions;

Private IWT industry is included in expert groups;

o o Do I Do

Providing technical assistance to EC/DG MO&ant Agreement 2022027; 13 tasks, among : . Y LAnes T
A Action Plan for EWkraine Solidarity Lanes to facilitate Ukrdagricultural exports and bilateral
trade with the EU [COM(2022) 217 final/12 May 2022]
A Support RBCorridor management
A Greening fleet and ports in the view of climate change

A Involvement in strategic EU funded projects (RTD, EC commissioned studies, Interreg, etc.)
A Strengthen the cooperation with international organisations, EUSDR PAla, PIANC, EDINNE, NG (=i




Donaukommission — Commission du Danube — [lynaitckasa Komncena — Danube Commission

aTiamcroatia Germany - Hungary Moldoy;

Rom //
- 3 __—‘__ama SE—fbfﬂ'SFovakJa Ukraine__ -

austria BUIS

Register of Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by
Russian Military Actions

Pursuantto the Danube/ 2 Y Y A a cok@t¢gnen accordancewith Article 8

of the Conventionregardingthe Regimeof Navigationon the Danube(Belgrade
1948, the 104th sessionof the Danube Commissiondecided to establish
a Registerof Damageto collect data on the military actions of the Russian
Federationthat systematicallyimpede free and safe navigationin the Lower
Danuberegion(decisionDC/A04/CP/Af/ 1).

TheRegisterof Damagerefersto numerousestablishedaccountsof the Russian
C S R S NJ(RFjnlitarQ attacks in the lower Danuberegion, which endanger
andharmDanubenavigationaccordingo Article 3 of the BelgradeConvention

Theestablishmenbf the Registerof Damagevasmadewith the desireto restore
free and safe navigationon the Danubein accordancewith the interests and
sovereignrights of the Danubecountries,aswell as strengtheningeconomicand
culturalties betweenthe Danubecountriesand other countries

The Danube Commissioninvites the affected Danubecountriesto provide the
Secretariatwith verifiedinformation, on all damagecausedby military attacksby
the RussianFederationthat impedes free and safe navigationin the lower
Danuberegion

Online on website of Danube Commissionsince April 10, 2026 ¢ Quarterly
updatesto come

Register of Damages RF Attacks

https://www.danubecommission.org/dc/en
/reqgister-of-damagein-the-lower-danube
region-causedby-russianmilitary-actions/

Ukraine:

Information provided by Ukraine for inclusion in the Reqister of
Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by Russian Military

Actions
‘ pnpo |

Republic of Moldova:

Information submitted by the Republic of Moldova for inclusion in
the Reqister of Damage in the Lower Danube Region caused by

Russian Military Actions
E”"b’



https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/RMD_contribution_20260421.pdf
https://www.danubecommission.org/uploads/doc/Register_of_RU_attacks/UA_contribution_20260421.pdf

/)
A
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Tganancroatia Germany < Hungary_ Mooy, Rom

= — 5?fbfa-3ﬁm ~

Mstr'\a Bu

% Donaukommission — Commission du Danube — [lynaitckasa Komncena — Danube Commission
J

{0}
A (

Freight transport on Danube & Sava 2023: 55,2 mio tons

Source: via donau, Annual Report 2024

U Shortcomings in fairway maintenance and backlog in
Infrastructure investment (waterway & ports)

A

Fairway depth limitations> Strong dependency on waterway
conditions-> reduced vessel draught, higher costs, reliability
problem in managed supply chains

Transport volume in 2007: 49 mio tons / 202R;6 mio tons
Losses to road and rail transport,-gelustrialization of Europe
as part of globalization, change in cargo structure;

cC: C:

i

Main challenges for Danube navigation

Reduce administrative barrier§ & { I Y SCaNINVBS NbzE S
Modernize of Danube fleet prepare transition to

zero emission & expand current markets

Ensure digitalization and prepare for automation

Strengthen transnational/cros®order cooperation (fully
digital transport corridor Etthon-EU)

Mitigate impact of climate change / adapt IWT to climate
changes and increase resilience

GX/ EAYIFGS / KFEy3aS Ay (UKS 51 ydz
2F (0KS It 20kt | @SN ISES

a! o@gkgbal warming scenario (extremelyvoptimistic) wi[l ha\fe to
considerad gl NXYAYy3I AYLI Ou AYy UKS 51y
Prof. Mauser (LMU): Climate Change and the Danube River@@assessment

and next steps, Joint Statement meetinglbSeptember 2021

Ensure skilled workforce and good working conditions in

IWT sector

Improve human capacity of waterway and port
administrations, navigation authorities (institutional

capacity problem)
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Cargo turnover (loaded & unloaded) of the Danube ports 2EA@25/
(thousand tonnes)

Country/year 2019 2020 2021 2022 2023 2024 2025

3.274 3511 2.999 2.410 2.228 2.047 2.266

Austria 6.452 6.050 6.356 5.363 5.123 5.349 5.130
Slovakia* 1.664 1.553 1.846 1.934 1.509 1.473 1.700
Hungary 6.064 6.742 5.715 4.063 3.604 4.019 3.940
Croatia** 814 948 697 582 364 392 319
Serbia** 9.735 8.164 13.610 12.023 12.031 12.816 12.280
Bulgaria 5.385 5.431 7.111 7.104 7.026 7.520 5.997
Romania 28.474 27.307 28.457 24.355 28.857 23.759 19.499
Republic of Moldova 1.299 1.185 1.819 2.144 2.668 2.579 2.626

Ukraine 5.629 4.055 5.505 16.505 32.021 17.396 8.907

* Only Bratislava and Komarno
** The figures for Croatia and Serbia also include the countries' transport volumes on the Sava River

Sources: Market Observation for Danube Navigation 2Z20%Zb
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T e Danube fleet for cargo transport

7,

SIS

U About3,400 vesselsegistered in the member states of DC (Danube fleet only) for
cargo transportation
U About3.4 million tonnes of total cargo capacity
U Dry cargo almost400 vesselsvith a capacity 0140,000 tonnegestimated,
total, selfpropelled)
U Liquid cargo almost40 vesselsvith a capacity 065,000 tonnegestimated,
total, selfpropelled)
U Barges about2100 vesselsvith a capacity 02,800,000 tonnegestimated,
total, non-seltpropelled)

U Almost440 selfpropelled vesselfiave abou270,000 kWof total towing power, and
around680 towing and pushing boatsave an estimate&90,000 kWbf total towing
power dedicated to movinground 2,100 norself-propelled vesselgbarges)

U A huge number of the vessels amore than 35 years oldof which the Secretariat
has the data on their year of construction)

0 td KFENR G2 SaGAYIFIGS 6KIFG LINPLRZNIAZY
limitations of crew, lack of cargo, expired certificates, in need of repair, etc.

Source: the Statistical Yearbook of the Danube Commission @E3BK, HR, RS, UA: 2023; MD: 2022; AT, HU RO, BG: 2021
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Priority: Ensure Good Navigation Status

Meetings with waterway administrations & IWT stakeholders to discuss annual activities, plans, and available budc
maintenance of the Danube River fairway

U Joint Workshops wittEUSDRRA l1a

U Expert Meeting on Hydrotechnical Matters

(@
PrS

| 2Y0AYydz2dza Y2YAU2NRAY3I 2F YIAYOGSYlFyOS YSIF&adzaNka My
Interaction with barge operators on shortfalls (information requests & foligyy
Interaction with EC RD Corridor coordinator / Senior adviser

Special focus on Hungary in 20Qfe to the activities caused by extreme low waters

Current activities:
U Measures to improve fairway information on critivcal spctions to avoid ingccurate depth Iimjtations
U LYGNRRdAzOGA2Y 2F GKS GRSSLI OKIFIyySté O2yOSLIIET Ay 21
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Priority: Support waterway infrastructure
Improvements

U Support implementation of FAST DANUBE 2 project (RO/BG)
U SupportFAIRwayanube Il Project

A Chairing the Stakeholders Forum on flexible infrastructure elements for Croatia, Romania and Bulgaria
U Actively involved in finding the appropriate approach for B@arcea river engineering projectto ROMo T

Current project design is fundamentally opposed by Environmental $i(@@mplaint to EC)

U Joint Statement 2.0 approved by stakeholders and three Commissions (DC, ICPDR, ISRBC)
U New approach for sustainable river management
U Launch of JS 2.0 occurred onZ2 October 2025 at the JS Meeting in Budapest (EC RD Corridor coordinator
Margarida Marques)
U Implementation of the Online Knowledge Management System

U Monitoring activities at other bottlenecks, critical riverbank sections at the DanuBlck Sea Canal, etc.,
respectively, pushing for activities
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Priority: GHG Emissions & Potential solutions for greenin

Estimation of GHG emissions of the Danube cargo fleet

U Estimation of the total CO2 emissions from Danube cargo vessels: 1.6 million tons of CO2/year

U Diesel consumption of 5118in. litres/year or 430,000 tons/year

U Basis for the estimation: definition of vessel types and operational profiles, values, and modelling too
assess fuel consumption and emission outputs provided by projects such as PROMINENT

Potential solutions for the transition toward (near)zero emissions

U Stage V internal combustion engines (ICE) powered by renewable dieseH{HdMireated Vegetable Oil)

U Stage V internal combustion engines operating on Liquid Bio Methane (LBM)

U Battery-electric propulsion systems

U Hydrogenbased technologies, used either in fuel cells (FC, electric propulsion) or in modified internal
combustion engines

U Methanolpowered systems, applicable in both fuel cell configurations and traditional combustion eng
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A DChas establisheda databaseon Danubeports with map
visualization
A http://www .danubecommissioorg/dc/en/danube
navigation/danubeports-map/
A 75 ports and 198 terminals coveredby the dataset,regularly —
updated,more than 320.000visitsin 9 years
A Further develop the existing information into a full GIS RO _
baseddatabaseon port infrastructure i o S i A
A Adding additional port infrastructure parameters (physical, Y o4 o
digitalandenvironmental)
A Upgradingveb interfaceservice
A Cooperating with stakeholders;
A Assessingooperationwith TENTecdatabase
A Expert Meeting on Development of Ports and Port Pl :
Operations EMPORTS3ince2021; BT T
A The DC initiative "Joint Statement of the Danube Port - BN EEp s TR
Authorities and Ports Stakeholders'from 2022 is aligned ==
with the EuropeanGreenDealandthe GRIPproject

=" Building an interactive Danube
ports infrastructure database

DANUBE COMMISSION  DANUBE NAVIGATION  SESSIONS AND MEETINGS OF THEDC  PUBLISHING ACTIVITIES  MASS-MEDIA AND PR USEFUL LINKS

CONTACTS = DEUTSCH W FRANCAIS ™ PYCCKMIA

Smederevo

anube
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Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

The EU Ports Strategy was adopted together with the Maritime Industry Strategy by the European
Commission on 4 March 2026

General notifications:

u

The Strategy document is comprehensive and targets current and future challenges for 550 ports in
Europe, of which 220 are inland ports;

Transparent procedure for adopting the Strategy, consultations with stakeholdalisor Evidence
procedure in 2028DG MOVIE Unit D3¢ Ports and Inland Waterways);

Respected views of stakeholders, the final version of 4 March 2026 is significantly modified compar
the draft version from January 2026;

Clear and concise Summary of measures in the annexes to the document;

Expert Meeting on the Development of Ports and Port Operations, Ruse, Bulgaria, 23 April 2026
(The EU Ports Strategley topic of the agenda)

The EC plans to propose, by key topic of the agenda2028, an pigmammeon Inland Waterway
Transport (IWT) for 2028034, with particular emphasis on inland ports;

The next Multiannual Financial Framework (MFF) 28028 should shape EU investment priorities for
the coming years, including transport issues and inland ports.
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Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

Key notifications:

u

The EU Ports Strateggcogniseshat EU ports must simultaneously remain competitive, handle growir
trade demandsdecarbonisedigitalise and strengthen security;

A major priority is competitiveness and flow efficiency. The EU wants to prevent cargo from shifting
non-EU ports because of cost, congestion, or regulatory imbalance. To support this, the strategy foc
on improving port productivity, simplifying procedures, and strengthening hinterland connections by
and inland waterways;

The EU wants ports to use digital toolofmtimiseport calls, cut turnaround and waiting times, improve
customs and reporting processes, and strengthen -@gating across the supply chain;

Ports are increasingly exposeddmanisedcrime, corruption, cargo contamination, cyberattacks,
sabotage, drones, and geopolitical disruption. The EU plans stronger customs cooperation, better
security protocols, background checks for port workers, and closer collaboration with third countries
reduce risks before cargo even reaches Europe;

Ports are expected to become hubs for electrification, onshore power supply, alternative fuels,
hydrogen, and clean industrial activity;
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Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

Key notifications (continue):

U The EU Ports Strategy also highlights the need for resilience and preparedness. Climate risks such a
flooding, sedevel rise, storms, and drought, as well as physical and cyber threats, can interrupt cargc
flows;

U In accordance with the EU Ports Strategy the Higtel Maritime Industries and Ports Board will be
established for support and effective implementation of the EU Ports Strategy/interest of stakeholders

U Finally, the EWecogniseghat these goals require major investment. Funding will be directed toward pao
capacitydecarbonisationdigital systems, security, and multimodal connectivity.

U Complementary activity:

On 17 July 2026 the European Commission has adopted the Electrification Action Plan, setting out a comprehensi\
framework to accelerate electrification across the European economy and support the Clean Industrial Deal. The A
Plan is particularly relevant for ports and waterborne transport and contributes to the implementation of the EU Port
Strategy

https://energy.ec.europa.eu/topics/eusnergysystem/electrification_en



Priority: EU Ports Strategy implementation

DC Secretariat will support the implementation of the EU Ports Strategy via its work with EM Ports

T T I T I» To I

Update on policy framework relevant for Danube ports

Existing / submitted / planned projects for greening and digitalization
Implementation of the EU Ports Strategy

Ensuring high security levels in Danube ports

Ensuring skilled labor for Danube ports and st@ohnical perspective

Promotion of the high& heavy cargo transport on the Danube as part of the
reconstruction of Ukrainian infrastructure and economy

The next official expert meeting of Danube ports together with a joint workshop to
promote the Danube as a transport route for high& heavy cargo as part of the
reconstruction of Ukrainian industry and infrastructure is scheduled for 31 March and 1
April 2027.
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Setting the Scene T The EU Ports Strategy

Danubé Ports Days 2026
23-24 September, Belgrade

EU Ports
Strategy

Organised by Pro Danube back-to-back with EUSDR PAla

g
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Danube Port Days 2026
Belgrade, Serbia
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Assessing the development of
Inland Waterways and Ports along
the Indicative TEN -T Network

State of Play based on the 2025 annual Report on the Development
of the Indicative TEN -T Core and Comprehensive Network

Danube Port Days 2026
Belgrade, Serbia



TCT Annual reports

A Progress Report on Implementation of Next
Generation Action Plans and EU Acquis
Transposition for Western Balkans

and Core Network in Georgia,
the Republic of Moldova, and Ukraine

Progress Report on Implementation of

TCT Action Plans and Status of TCT Annex |
Transposition for Georgia,

Republic of Moldova, and Ukraine

2025

A
Tnnusm
col

MMUNITY

Progress Report on Implementation
of Next Generation Action Plans
and EU Acquis Transposition

Development of Ihdicative TEN-T
Extension of Comprehensive and Core
Network in Western Balkans

2025

A Progress Report on Implementation of the TCT
Action Plans and Status of TCT Annex |
Transposition for Georgia, Moldova, and Ukraine



TENT Requlation

ATheTENT Regulationis a key EU policy designed to
create a seamless, multimodal transport network
across Europe.

A Dual-Layer (now Triple-Layer) Structure

ACore Network : the "backbone" of the system and
must be completed by2030.

AExtended Core Network : Introduced in 2024.
Projects and missing links to be completed by040.

o R AComprehensive Network : Covers all EU regions to
o MEEIINE o moceasomncs e TS A ensure accessibility and connectivity to be fully

® NORTH SEA - BALTIC ® RHINE- DANUBE ® BALTICSEA - BLACK SEA - AEGEAN SEA

operational by 2050.
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Waterborne Transport

ﬁ 1TODL:

Waterborne in WB

Alnland Waterway Network - 3 Rivers
Rheine Danube Corridor - Core TENT network

extension
Alnland Waterway Ports - 8 Ports
A3 ports in the Comprehensive TEN-T network

extension
A5 ports in the Core TEN-T network extension |




Inland Waterway Network

Article 23 provide a navigable channetiepth of at least 2,5
m and a minimum height under noropenable

bridges of at least 5,25 m

publish on a website the number of days per year during
which the actual water level exceeds or does not achieve the
specified reference water level for navigation channel depth,
as well as the average waiting times at each lock.

locks are operated and maintained in such a way
that waiting times areminimised

Equipped withRIS




Inland Waterway Network

River Class IV Publication

Danube 100% 0% 100% 100%
Sava 55% 0% N/a 39%
Tisa 100% 0% 0% 0%

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Overall compliance assessment

Danube River

for the IWW network

Sava River

m Compliant ®m Non compliant

Tisa River

7

raansponr )) - Inland Waterways Network in the Western Balkans &) 100t
COMMUNITY v

Esr, TomTam Garmin FAO. NOAA, USGS




Inland Waterway Ports

e 1 (
ansporr ) Inland Waterway Ports in WB ﬁ - TODI.
41712026, 6:01:39 PM

COMMUNITY

Comprehensive TENT network
extension

APort of Sremska Mitrovica
APort of Smederevo
APort of Prahovo

Core TENT network extension
AAY | qWYnw7I1 T¢tY
APort ofBosanskiE ¢ O ¢ H
APort of Belgrade
APort of Novi Sad
APort of Pancevo




Inland Waterway Ports

Article 22
A alternative fuels infrastructure is deployed

A equipped with facilities to improve the
environmental performance of vessels In
ports

A offer at leastone multimodal freight terminal
open to all operators and users in a non
discriminatory way

A Connection with theroad or rail infrastructure



Inland Waterway Ports

TEN-T Layer

Core

Comprehensive

Port name

Belgrade

Novi Sad l\
Pan| e
Brcko
B. Samac | l\
S.Mitrovica | l\
Smederevo |
Prahovo | l\

100%
90%
80%
70%
60%
50%
40%
30%
20%
10%

0%

Overall assessment of the Inland Waterway Ports

Belgrade NoviSad A ¢ UT 132 \Brcko B. Samac |S.Mitrovica' Smederevo  Prahovo

Core Comprehensive

@ Compliance  mNon Compliance




Proi A22A1 Y T 1J# q L2RS. FBapiliadk LLI
rOJeCtS Aww 12 projects with K 2H9,88 million
Western Balkans AIWW ports 7 projects - K 3H3 million

ASeaports 3 projects with K 4H6 million
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Funded by
the European Union
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Observing participants
Georgia, the Republic of Moldova and Ukraine

#TogetherConnected
www.transport—-community.org



Inland Waterway Network

oKursk Voro

Lublin
o

AThe Republic of Moldova

ADanube River N )i

APrut River (linked to the Danube); oS '
AUkraine ol T

ADanube River s

ADnipro River; v s
AGeorgia A "

ANo TENT inland waterways.

OSimferopol

Os"”‘om

C/a/imr



Inland Waterway Ports

ARepublic of Moldova

AGiurgiulesti Port Complex T
Comprehensive TEN-T Network;

AUkraine

APort of Reni T Comprehensive
TENT Network;

APort of Izmail T Comprehensive
TENT Network



