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1. Welcome & Introduction by Mr Herfried Leitner, PDI Chairman

2. Statement of Ms Inés Ayala-Sender, Rhine-Danube Corridor Coordinator

3. Presentation on PDI’s awareness creation activities and dissemination channels

4. Statement of Mr Manfred Seitz, co-founder Pro Danube International

5. Keynote speeches by strategic partners and stakeholders

6. Expectations and aspirations from a founding member perspective

7. PDI’s approach to further cooperation & coordination for the needs of the IWT sector

8. Inputs, recommendations and feedback from the participants
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Mr Herfried Leitner, PDI Chairman



IWT – Industry demand
Segment: Cargo

1Calculable competitive cost

2
Limited or none low water 

surcharges

3
Reliability for loading, 

transport and discharge

4
Solutions for decreasing 

order sizes. Multi-user-multi-
modality?

A
Asset, staffing & energy cost;
Fairway conditions - loading 
draught

B Fairway conditions - loading
draught

C
Port services on demand, 
weather independency,
stable fairway conditions

D
Only profitability enables 
investment into new assets

Industry expectations Influencing factors @operators



Pro Danube International
Actors engagement

Investments
(asset owners)

Industry
(Shippers, Port 
operators)

Infrastructure
(waterway 

administrations, EU) 

① Stable minimum fairway conditions
② Secured depth of entrance to Ports and Port basin
③ Equal treatment of modes of transport

① Technological jump – greening, energy 
efficiency & competitiveness 

② Agri products drive profitability – need 
multi-modality solution or constant 
cargo supply

③ Job attractiveness 

① Provide framework for 
Port Services on Demand

②Weather independency
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Statement of Ms Inés Ayala-Sender, 

Rhine-Danube Corridor Coordinator
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Presentation on PDI’s awareness creation 

activities and dissemination channels by 

Ms Ruxandra Florescu



Dissemination activities, tools and 

channels

Transnational 
Projects

Business Cases

EU Actions



New website launching to mark the

10th anniversary

www.prodanube.eu



Welcome to the new Pro Danube website



About PDI



About PDM



Members



Members



Projects PDI



Projects PDM



Initiatives



Initiatives



Initiatives



Initiatives



Initiatives



Initiatives



Initiatives



Events



Newsletters



Other publications



Our team
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Statement of Mr Manfred Seitz, co-founder Pro 

Danube International and Director General of the 

Secretariat of the Danube Commission
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Keynote speeches by strategic partners and stakeholders

• Ms Karin de Schepper, INE

• Mr Nik Delmeire, IWT Platform

• Mr Fritz Lehr, Pro Danube Austria, IGÖD & EFIP

• Mr Gert-Jan Muilerman, viadonau



INLAND NAVIGATION EUROPE



European Platform of inland 
waterway authorities and 
bodies promoting inland 
waterway transport

Inland Navigation Europe



INE mission

More and better 
transport by 
water

Going beyond
transport



Fit-for-future waterways

32



Karin De Schepper

kds@inlandnavigation.eu

Contact

INLAND NAVIGATION EUROPE
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Expectations and aspirations from a founding member 

perspective

• Mr Antonio Stoean, TTS Romania
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PDI’s approach to further cooperation &

coordination for the needs of the IWT sector – our

next steps

• Mr Robert Rafael, General Secretary Pro Danube
International



At a glance



Working focus



GREEN DEAL: Policy initiative based on 

cooperation & commitment



Capitalisation of the results – NOW 

LET´S MOVE DANUBE WATERBORNE 
TRANSPORT FURTHER TOGETHER!



Looking to the future

Active contribution to the implementation of various IWT & maritime promotion
projects dealing with ports development, IWT greening, smart logistics, 
digitalisation, education & training.

www.prodanube.eu/projects/pdm-projects

with the support of
the European Union 



EU and Transnational partnerships and 

coordination activities

• Cooperation with EC services and active contribution to:
1. Inland waterway transport agenda for Europe 2021-2027
2. NAIADES 3 Action Programme preparation
3. Sustainable and Smart Mobility Strategy
4. CEF 2 & Horizon Europe Programme preparation
5. Digitalisation initiatives (eFTI, DINA, DTLF)
6. Rhine-Danube Corridor Meetings
7. Ensure that ports comply with the TEN-T and the alternative fuels infrastructure requirements
8. Motorways of the Sea in the Black Sea and the effective integration in the Rhine-Danube & Orient-East Med Core 

Network Corridors

• Close cooperation with branch organisations: INE, EBU, ESO, IWT Platform, 
EFIP

• Monitoring of strategic projects such as FAIRWAY projects, RIS COMEX, DIWA, 
etc.

with the support of
the European Union 



Initiatives run by Pro Danube

Danube Ports Network

Transnational IWT barrier reporting tool 
Electronic Reporting Tool for Administrative 
Barriers

For details, please refer 

to: https://danubeports.eu/

https://danubeports.eu/


Initiatives run by Pro Danube

Voice of the Industry

Have your Say!

For details, please refer to: 
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/have-your-say

For details, please refer to: 
https://www.prodanube.eu/initiatives/voice-of-the-
industry



Common project „Push4Danube“ to the 

needs of our sector

Work: Inventory of all investment projects related to river shipping
(Ports, shipper, trader, shipping companies, bunker, etc.)

Target:      Consolidated report /anonymized / per country
„Catalogue of required investments“ for inland shipping
Handover to national ministries and the EU-Commission

Overview serves the policy for investment package in the Danube area:
a. Sector support regarding COVID-19
b. Improvement of the competitive situation of domestic industries
c. Push the „Green Deal“ goals of the EU (2030 und 2050)

Asking for your support and distribution of the information.
Everyone can also register to participate:   office@prodanube.eu
Survey available on EU Survey

mailto:office@prodanube.eu
https://ec.europa.eu/eusurvey/runner/23213999-a8d7-e4e1-46d1-ed98c884b616?fbclid=IwAR18dB1C83tUKQApag0JD2C0cXaovRPy0_CW-InkRiTUnBwjoIgKhV-xjSY
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recommendations and

feedback from the participants
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Regensburg

Vienna

Bratislava

Budapest

Belgrade

Constanta

Izmail

Ruse
Lom

Smederevo

Vukovar

Enns

Passau

Galati

Baja

Giurgiu

Orsova

Giurgiulesti

Dunaujvaros

Pro Danube – the voice for better infrastructure and 

innovation in Danube transport

Thank you for your support and strong commitment!


