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Mr. Manfred Seitz

General Director

Secretariat of the Danube Commission
H-1068 Budapest

Benczur utca 25.

Reference: Request for action to support the change of the vessel crew during the COVID-19 crisis

Dear Mr. Seitz , Vienna, 31.03.2020

Pro Danube International (PDI) is kindly addressing you on behalf of its members who are using the
Danube as the backbone for their logistics operations.

The past weeks with the COVID-19 crisis have shown how important solidarity, transparency and
widely harmonised actions are. It is also being proven every day that transport and logistics are
essential elements not only to ensure the flow of cargo, but to serve the citizens daily needs in these
difficult times.

In respect of harmonised solutions for transport and logistics, Pro Danube International herewith
wants to point out, that the most urgent action to be taken as soon as possible, is to ensure the free
circulation of the crew members for river-vessel.

In line with the EU’s Green Lane, we urge for a solution in order to allow the change of vessel crew
members in each of the Danube Riparian Countries.

In the area of the river Rhine, such alignment in between the countries already took place. For this,
we kindly recommend studying the “Resolution - Exceptional measures in relation to the COVID-19
pandemic” of the CCNR and the

Attestation for work related travel of inland navigation crew to be submitted to the enforcement authorities

which might serve as a base of common understanding, in between the countries.

e  On behalf of our members, we encourage the Danube Commission to align with the
relevant authorities of the different countries, to issue a similar action with the same

objective - to ensure free travel and exchange of the crew members.
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As we are aware that such resolution might not be easy to reach in fast way, we would like to point
at the possibility, that one short-term and interim solution might be, that that the relevant
authorities/countries, nominate and select at least one port on their territory, where the exchange
of crews might be possible.

In case even the selection of one port for each territory will not be feasible to reach short term,
finally, we are insisting on behalf of our members, to find a solution for transiting of crew members
in the different countries. This would at least allow crew members to transit countries in direct
continuation (entry and exit) in order to reach countries where crew changes are possible.

Pro Danube International stays at your disposal to consult on this delicate matter and in order to
support the Danube IWT sector.

4 Bt

Herfrie r — Chairman of the Board Robert Rafael — General Secretary
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